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FOREIGN AID
A Cut-Down Bill

Mauled and mutilated, slashed and
sneered at. halt and hamstrung, the for-
vian wid suthonization bill finally passed
the L2S. Senate by a vote of 63 10 17,
Missing was some $800 million from
the Administration’s request of $4.5 bil-
ion. Added was a spate of specified
restrictions as to how, and for what
reasons, the Administration could ex-
pend toreign aid funds. '

A Bitter Protest. [Fucing the prospect
of that slash, President Kennedy bit-
terly protested to his press conference:
“Hf there are failures in the Middle
Past, Africa and Latin America, and
South Viet Nam and Laos, it is usual-
Iv. not o Senator who is selected to
bear the blame, but it is the Admin-
itation--the President of the US. . . .
Fam just uving to make it very clear
that 1 cannot fultil my responsibility
i the field of foreign policy without
this program.”

In the Senate, Oregon's Wayne Morse,
a hiberal Democrut and the foreign aid
program’s most vitrielic critic, retorted:
“The President ought to be much less
concerned ubout who is going to be
blamed  and  mnuch more concerned
about proceeding to bring about the
necessary reforms in the foreign aid
program.” With that, Morse and his
colleagues went back to sawing off more
pieces ot the bhill.

During the final hours of debate,
South Dahkota’s Republican Senator Karl
Mundt introduced an amendment that
would have prohibited the use of the
Export-Import Bank to guarantee Rus-
siat paviments to commercial traders
m the U.S.-Soviet wheat deal. That
threatened o throw the aid bill or
the wheat deal— or both-—back into a
welter of confusion and conflict. Only
under the urging of hoth Senate Major-
ity Leader Mike Mansficld and Minor-
ity Leader Everett Dirksen did Mundt
finally agree to withdraw his amead-
ment and to submit it later as separate
legislation.

Only Half the Struggle. That with-
drawul cleared the way for Senate pas-
sage. The Senate version next goes o
4 cooference committee to be squared
with a House bill authorizing $200 mil-
lion less. Ordinarily, foreign aid coo-
ferees pretty much spht the House-
Senate differences, which would make
this | year’s foreign aid authorization
corme o about $3.6 billion.

But the authorization is only half the
struggle. Atter that, the Congress must
approve the actual appropriations. For
vears Loustana Democrat Ouo  Pass-
man. chairman ot the House Appro
priations Commitiee’s  foreign  opera
tions subcommittee, has been trymg 1o
vut foreqen aid 1o the barest bone. But
i the climate of the 1961 Congress,
Passnisn seems likcher than ever o
have s wavs Andd what Jdoes he s
He o savs:
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DIPLOMACY
The Party Line

{See Cover!

Above the clink of crystal goblets and
the beat of a twist tune wafted shreds
and snippets of conversation. “l.ooks
like Pierre made a party on the way.”
“No, darling, these models don't have a
thing on underneath. They don't have
anything 1o hide.” “Look at Ethel go!

Where does she get the energy?” “Look,

McCone is actually smiling® *1 would
love to see Allen Dulles twist.” Float-
ing among the crowd of 300 smartly-

dressed people was the hostess, a tawny

blonde, her hair bouffant, her gown a
new Cardin, her perfume by Dior. At

i

1:30 am. her husband, Hervé Al-
phand, 56, the French Ambassador to
the U.S., disappeared into an elevator
on his way to bed. By 3:30 a.m. the
last guests had departed, and Nicole
Alphand, surveying all the bereft but-
fet trays und empty champagne bottles,
smiled. It had been a good party.

The Merry-Go-Round. Giving good,
and sometimes superb, parties is the
most important thing io Nicole Al-
phand’s life. It sounds like a frivolous
occupation, but her husband often gets
more done in ten minutes of quiet con-
versation-at one of Nicole’s dinners than
in a day of shuflling papers. For in
Washington the dinner tabie is merely
an alter-hours extension of the office
desk. and at S p.m., when the lights
wink off in thousands of offices all over
town. the working day s onlv halt over.
Vhea the Senutors and socialites, the
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NICOLE & GUESTS AT FRENCH EMBASSY'S CARDIN FASHION SHOW*
The most importunt thing in life is giving a superb party.

ouses o Greorgetown and the
row of embassies along Massachusetts
Avenue; - C
From Septcmber to May, there Jre
rqug’?ly 200 oflicia) parties :a month in
Washington, perhaps 20. times as many
private ones. “During this §eason;” $ays
one diplomat, “there is hardly time be-
tween gulps of champagne and mouth-
“fuls of canapés fo think. of anyihiog but
your {eet, your stomach and your head”
" —and all three ache: + oo’ ¥
Keeping the merry-go-riiind
Jare the city's hostps‘:ig “There ,
ens” of: them, ranging: from the First
Lady down to the -newdst; Texas, ‘mil-
lionalress, who figures all she needs-to

¢

succeed is a wad of money and a big
bouse, just like Dolly Harrison in Ad-
vise and Consent. But on the New Fron-
tier, where talent and power are the
most pegotiable currency, the moneyed
matrons are out and the “official” host-
esses—the wives of ambassadors and
Administration officials~are in, Short
of a summons to dinner at the White
House, few invitations are treasured as
highly as those to 2221 Kalorama Road,
N.W,, site of the grey stone, Tudor-

* Center fiont. Hostess Alphand and Mirs.
Joseph Alsop. Around them, from left, Mme.
Brono de Leusse, wife of embassy’s Minister
Counselar: Mrs Tomas de Kon, Diplomar Mag-
azine photographer; French Embussy Counselor
Pierre Pelen: Alphand Nephew Oliver Martin
tleaning on wull); Briush Foreign Otficer Fred-
etk Werner, Nus, John Sheriman Cooper;
Long Lland Soctahite Mis. John Akin, Upper
tipht, USTA Deputy Director Donald M. Wil
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